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one feels to be untrue to life by reason of its successive
eulogy; 2 while to those on the other the name of Medici
appears to act like an intoxicant, rendering them incapable
of seeing what the very facts recorded by themselves demon-
strate, and making even facts telling strongly in favour of
those concerned appear to such writers only to show a subtle
policy towards a nefarious end. And it is those of the latter
type who have been best known,3 and have consequently been
followed by writers who, in guide-books on the art and his-
tory of Florence, have had occasion to allude to the Medici
There have been Florentines of note (now passed away),
well read in the archives of their country, who have said
that if only the world at large could study those archives
it would discover that the time-honoured view of the Medici
which has thus grown up was to a very large extent unjust,
and far from the truth; but their voices have not been gen-
erally heard.

To "whitewash" historical characters is as great an of-
fence to history as to traduce them, and the view to which
I have gradually been led regarding the Medici has not been
due to any original bias in their favour. On the contrary, I
began this study entirely imbued with the time-honoured
theory I have mentioned, and was only brought by degrees
to a different opinion by coming to see that the admitted
facts refused over and over again to square with the view
of this family usually presented to us. I have therefore pre-
ferred to judge those concerned by their acknowledged deeds,
rather than by comments thereon which (emanating from
,writers violently biassed against them) are found uniformly
attributing good actions to ignoble motives, or distorting
those actions until they become full of impossibilities.4

Avoiding any attempt to make out the Medici as either
this or that, I have endeavoured, eschewing all "legends/'
to detail simply the facts for which we have evidence. No
crimes attributed to them have been omitted or slurred over.
If the result is to show the Medici in a better light than